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Much of the threat to walking safely comes from
motorists’ speed. The faster a motorist drives, the
more likely he or she is to be involved in a crash,

and the more likely injuries to a person on foot will be
serious, if not fatal. 

When people walking are hit by a car
• at 20 mph, only 5% of 

walkers are killed. 

• at 30 mph, 45% of walkers
are killed, and most others 
are seriously injured.

• at 40 mph, 85% of walkers
are killed.

Crashes aren’t 
accidents 
Over two-thirds—
69 percent—of all pedestrian
deaths occur on neighbor-
hood streets. The problem 
is not that pedestrians are
walking in the wrong places,
but that our local streets are
becoming speedways.

There’s nothing unexpected about a speeding motorist
not being able to stop in time to avoid hitting a child.

drivers:
slow down!

www.peds.org       404.522.3666
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Shortest stopping distances
Source: Killing Speed and Saving Lives

20 mph   20 ft.      20 ft. 40 ft.

30 mph   29 ft.        46 ft.             75 ft.

40 mph   40 ft.   80 ft.                            120 ft.

50 mph   53 ft.        122 ft.                                             175 ft.

60 mph   60 ft.            180 ft.                                                                   240 ft.

70 mph   70 ft.                          245 ft.   315 ft.

               Thinking Distance               Stopping Distance
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